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LED, GERMAN
| ENVOY 'BELIEVES

-' storﬂ' Confers With

% JLInsing—-Changes Made

by Berlin Satisfactory
b’rHEn IquEq LOOM UP

WASHINGTON, Fah,
"he Lusitania Iscldent 18 aa [unr! "
I belleva that a complete state:
t showing this will be forthcomine
the State Departmoent next Fridas

That was the announcement made by
Count Von Bernatorff, Qerman Ambassas
dor, at the conclusion of his conferencs
With Sacretary Lanning today. He stated
that Secratary Lanaing considered the
amended ngresmont submitted by Gers
many as “practically eatiifactory.” but
that he would have to show It to Presls
aent Wilson and secure hiN ppprovil b
fore accepting 1t on behalf of the United
States Government

Count von Boarnstorff was

Ltary Lansing for exactly 1
When lhe emerged he wasn beaming, He
oharacterized his  conference nw  very
pleasant, but explained that he could not
make any announcement himselfl othey
than that already quoted,

BIMULTANRBEOUS ANNOUNCEMENT

It {8 understood that ons of the reasons
why an immadinte announcoment eannot
be made, aven though the Prealdent
should approve the changes In the doou-
ment when It reachea him, Is that tha
Ambassador requested thal nny  nn-
nouncement which may be mads shall ba
simultaneous In Germany and the United
States,

Secretary

with Secros
minutes

Lanwing snld that he prob-

; ably will koo the Fresident thin nfternoon

or tomorrow, He declined positively to

comment In any way on the ambassador's

wigit. However, ha Indlcated by lis gens

eral demeanor that he does not beliave

lhl':! thers will be any further negotin-
3 with Berlin.

In addition to discussing the Luslatnin
situation the Ambassador took up with
Beerslary Lansing the attitude this Gov-
ernment plans to tuke In connection with
the question of defining the stitus of
armed merchantment. Secretary Lanaing
very frankly told the German Ambassn-
dor that he Is hopeful that he will be
able to securs an agreament whereby all
of the belligerenta can reache a cominon
ground on this question.

WILL USE INFLUENCE ON ALLIES,

The United Statos will continue to press
fte request that the Buropean belligerents
alsarm  all merchant ships,  Although
President Wilson has reversed Secretary
'Tiansing'sn planned polley of nequlescenca
in the proposed Teutonie polley that mer-
chantmen carrying guns could be attacked
By submarines without warning the ques.
tion atill is held opan. Lansing will con-
tinue to endeavor to reach an agreemeont
with ths Entente and Teutonic allies,
which will protect the Interestn of the
United States,

Prealdent Wilson's reversal of the
propoaition to meccopt the proposal that
armed merchantmen be considered naval
auxilinries was due to Colonel E. M,
House. The latter cabled the President
yenterday that to reverse the original
pollcy of thia Government permitting
liners to carry guns for defense al the
present juncture would ba very danger-
ous. The Britlsh, House reported, would
consider the mction an unfriendiy act. In
addition they would selze upon It as fall-
ure by the United States to stand on ex-
18ting Internntional law and use this con-
tention to justify nll of thelr German re-
\prigal acts, Including mall selzures and

® bolding up of neutral trade. Colonel
| House, U I# understood, cabled the Proai-
dent that France sympathized with the
Ameariean positlon on malls and trads,
and strongly urged that no action bLe
taken to allenate that sympathy,

Ambaesador von Bernatorff niso took
up with SBecretary Lansing the suppresss
‘Ing of reports of the German Admiralty
by United States censors ot the wireloss
stationa in thia country whern they were
recelved. The Ambassador declared thit
geveral reports of the Admiralty, dealing
with naval operations which were Ine-
tended for the pross In this country, wera
beld up by the wireless censora, Among
report of the
sinking of the DBritiah crulser Arabis,
Seeretary Lansing promised tae Ambns-
sndor that he would Investigate the mat-
. tef at once, and find out why the moes-
sages were held up,
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The War Today

Erzerum, the great Turkish
stronghold in Armenia, of which
it is the eapital, has succumbed to
the battering of Grank Duke
Nicholas' Caucasus army,

The Kaiser's plans against Eng-
Innd's Colaninl empire are thwart-
ed and the way oponed for a grand
spring drive through eastern Ar-
menia, which might foree Turkey
to sue for a separate pence, 1t will
Hkewlse restore the military pres-
tige of Grand Duke Nicholas, who
wns the victim of a bureaucratic
cabal that ended in his deposition
from supreme command of the
Czar's army and transfer to the
tl}rn unimportant Caucasian field
of w

Vinlrnt artillery battles followed
by infantry assaults are roported
on the Dvinn and Rign fronts,
where Petrograd claims advantage,

New British troops are making
deaperate efforts to regain the po-
aitions southeast of Yproes, which
were captured by the Germnans, but
80 fdar have falled. There seems to
be a lull in the German offensive,
which has resulted in gains in
Flanders, Artois, Champagne and
Alsnce,

Berlin reports that counter-at-
tacks by the British and French at
several polnla were rvpul-wd

ERZERUM FALLS
BEFORE ASSAULT
OF CZAR'S GUNS

Slavs Batter Way Into
Turks' Stronghold in Ar-
menian Zone

9 FORTS WON BY BAYONET

PETROGRAD, Fell 16,
Ergerum, the strongest Turkish fortress
In enstern Asin Minor, wis captured by

Ruasian troops [nst night.

The great fortress of Erzerum, the bul-
wark that stopped Ruseian Invasion of
Armenin, of which [t Is the eapltnl, In all
previous war, has been for a vouple of
months beslegad by the Caucasus army
of Grand Duke Nicholas.

An ofMicinl statement early today ro-
ported thnt nina of Hrzerum's foris wera
alrendy In Itussinn hands. They wora
stormed and taken at the point of the
bayonet In a Nerce struggle up the moun-
taln wmides In zero wenthoer. Later the
stronghold succumbed.

A Turkish gurrison of 180,000 woas re-
ported gathered inslde the walla of Erae-
ram.

Ocoupation of tha forts and the eapture
of this force menns a Breater trivmph to
Rusgslan arms than the capture of Praes-
mysl, In Gallela. Erzerum's fall will
probubly pave the way for a great spring
advance by the Grand Duke's army
through endtern Armenlh and perhaps
force Turkey to sua for peace

Captire of Erzerum will alse mean a
restoration of Grand Duke Nicholas, for-
merly the Cear's generalissimo.

Erzerum In one of the most strongly
fortified positions In the East, Even the
mont optimistic military eritics hurdly ex-
pected Its capture until several weels
more of heavy artillery battering and In.
funtry Nghting.

Three years ago the clty was defended
by six great forta along the eastorn outs
nkirts, but others have been built since
the outbreak of the war

Thie ety lteslf, witw a population of
ubout 40,000, Hes at the end of a valley
on # high plaln. It s eurrounded by o
stone wall, bullt by the Turks three cen-
turies ngo. A high mountaln ridge out.
side the wall and on the enstern border
of the city protects Erzerum from attnck
from the direction of the Ruesian Cau-
CABUE, The mrongest forts were oo
structed alopg this slde. At ench end Ia
a high penak, muking Nanking nttacks out
of question and fording the attacking army
to make a frontal apsault under the greant-
est of diMoulties,

BEACH FRONT QUARREL ENDS

Finance Company, After 10 Years, Ac-
cepts £15,000 for Property

A 10-year controversy between the
Finance Company of Pennaylvania, of
W3 South Penn Square, and the nuthori-
ties of Atlantie Clty, over the oity's rights
to the beach frontage of the §500,000
Windsor Hotel, Atlantie City, I8 to be
setiled amlcably.

This announcement was madas today by
the company, which awns the hotel prop-
erty. According to present plans, 1t will
accept the 600 awarded by the con-
demnation commissioners RiX yYears ngo.
This sum wns refused by the compuany
and In & recent repnewal of the fight the
pwners maintained that they weye entitind
to §200,000.

George H. Earle, Jr. I8 president of
the Finance Compnany of Pennsylvanis,
C, Willam Funk Is secretary and treas-
urer and Leopnard C, DI, mssistunt sce-
retary. The company ia caplinlizsed ut
$,200, (00,

—_—

S S BA B Sk

Write or call for eur sew
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A Series of

Evye Talks

Our Neat Talk Wed,, Peb, 25
By Joseph C. Ferguson,Jr.
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glderable ground,

The road from Tahure to Somme-Py has been the bone of conten-

tion between the French and Germans now for the past week, At

A the former lost ground in the furlous assault by the Teutons on

February 13, but now claim the recapture of part of them.

the French have been making heavy counter attacks, winning con-

Bombardment has been intense northwest of
Masgsiges.

At B

ASK COURT TO REMOVE
HEADS OF PHILADELPHIA
INSURANCE COMPANY

Charges of Fraudulent Misman-
agement Are Preferred
Against Union Casualty
Officials

CLAIM $100,000 DEFICIT

Sensational charges of fraudulent mis.
muanpgement were mide today agninst the
oMters and directorn of the Unlon Cas-
ualty Insurnnee Company. of this city, In
a blll In equity flléd In Court of Common
Pleas No, 3 by 12 stockholders, who ask
the removal of the nfMeers and directors
nnd thelr restraint [rom disposing of any
of the company's nanets,

The defendiants are Abner H, Mershon,
predldent; Roger Byrnes, vice president;
Albert Margan, secretntry; Hosna 12, Bren-
iwer, treasurer, and John J. O'Callaghan,
John T, - Byrnos, George W. Delnven,
Herbert B, Stot#er and Gusatav Schmall,
directora,. W, H. Hinton and Haymond
A. White, Jr,, of this city, are among the
complainanta, the others belng resldepts
of New York. Ohlo and Indiana.

Dominatlon by Mershon nand Roger
Byrnes for their ewn profit, and “te the
great detviment of the mtockholders,' ls
an aceunzation in the bill, which asks for
a meeting of stockholders to elect now
officers. Mershon and De Haven, nt the
time of the company's organization in
1008, ls2ued stovk to themselves, selling
It at a profit of $25.000, It Is alleged. The
bill furthér stntes that wt varlous times,
In ordor to conceal the company’'s Insol-
veney,
wers piusaed off ns “cush In ofllee,”
that fetitlous applications for
were ontersd on the books of the
pany. Tha promiums due on these nl-
leged fake applications, It la polnted out,
gmount te more than $250,000

WANT DEFICIT MADIR UP

“When the affalrs of the company were
examined by the Insurnnce Departments
of the Btiutes of Michigan, Pernsylvanio
and Ohlo, the directors and officers of the
company, In order to covar up and hide

aned

the trus comdition of the company, clabmed
sald applications, which they knew tiv hs
fictitiowy, to he genuihe,” the WL reads,
adding that the authorities ordered ihe
company 1o clods up business wuntil an
wlleged $100,000 deficit 1s mode up,

Other accusations are mide. Among
which s one that Mershon and TRoger
Byrnes improperly took sumsg from the
treasury and charged them to “legal’ nnd
*“truvelihg expenses,”™

Boulden nsling for the removal of the
ofticinls nawed, the bLilL drawn up by At-
torney Maurice Sloan, nsks that an Injune-
tlon be lswued restralning the Involved
offlelnls i disgporing of any of Ity ns
gely ar businesy to the Pidelity and Cux.
wadty Campany of New York or from tak.
Ing money from the trepsgury; that they
should be compelled to “return money lm-
properly toaken from the treasurs:”

of
stockholders own
slock.

stockholders ho complied
ann

The suing
shares of capltal

Answered
Ag. Prof.—If vou had two windinilly
on your farm and found vou didn't have
wind enough to run them. what would
you do?
Stude (promptiy}-"Tnke one down,

| MULE,

checks, which were never collected, |

pollcles |
coms |

that |
the books be examined and that & true st !

CASTORIA, TOMBSTONE
LEAP YEAR BRIDE .‘l PRESENTS

Youthful Coup]e Snmnwhnt Puzzled
Over Shower of Gifts

HOPKINBVILLE, Ky, Feb, 16 —What
1o do with somaé of the presants offared by
isineas man hore to the first Leap Year
bride puzatod Mrn James Herbert Twoedell,
15, today

The bride, who was Miss Sallle Eldorn
Brawn, of Crofton, and the groom, 15,
made affidavita thot she prop awed St Val-
entine’'s ve

A free lleende wWas glven them and they
wore mitrled witheut charge Ly Judge
Walter Knight

The presentn included n mule, $300
worth of preminm tickets, wedding ring,
eilte, shower boutuet, meat, groceries,
dAronsen, rocking chale, two  wettings of
eEgn, 1fesize photographa, 1000 pounds of
foe, box of clgnrs, wedding supper, 12 bot.
tlen of t“nntnrln mul n tombstone,

ERICSSO\' l.I\'FR HITS SNAG

Craft Loses Propeller in Mighap Off
Delaware City

Soventeen passengers abonrd the Frics.
ton Line steamship Anthony H, Groves,
Jr., spent an hour wolting for help after
the ship strick an  obatruction under
water and lont her propeller off Delawarn
Clty last night. The unccldent ooctrred
at the mouth of the cannl at Deluwars
City, and stranded the ship until a tug
wng sent from Philadelpliln (o tow tho
vesanrl hore,

The hull wag not damaged, and the
passengera remained on board without
showing any signs of panle.

all the enemy's attempte nl an offensive,
and have aven taken from Kim some lines
of trenches that the Germians had evaou-
ated owing to the murderous fire of the

ors In the Riga district who sald they ware
desertors, nlthough thers I8 every evidence

villaga of Girmandy,
40 oMecera nnd
bhoen court-martinled.

cantinuntion of the desperite fighting for
the possession of & crater near Illoukst,
which we now occupy.
mousk Lakes enoemy detachments have oc.
ocupied & wood southwest of Rouguentchky.

Baetsy, n forca of Consacks nttacked an
Austrian force and destroyed It

merous detachmenia of our scouts wor.
rled the enamy throughout the night, pro-
voking an enemy flre which Insted through-
out the day,
artillery fired upon four enemy neroplanes.
One of the aeroplanes
Ingide the enemy’s linen,™

lows:

Botlimer (in Volhynin) there were nrtli-
lery duels.
northwest of Tarnopol,

SLAVS BEAT BACK
|| FOE'S ONSLAUG
UPON DVINA LINE

Violent Artil lery Duels Are
Followed by Infantry
Actions

TRENCHES

“EVACUATED

LONDON, Fab, 18

All the viclent attacks Inunched during
the past week by Fleld Marshall ven
Hindenburg's forces on the Mign and
Dvinak fronts have broken down under
the Tussinh defenme fire, nccording to a
statemeont fanied by the Petrograd War
OMce,

The Russian War Ofce reporta serlois
outbreaks In the Qerman 13th Army. In
the Vilna meetor, A llautenant wan kKilled
and 40 oMeers and any woldlers havo
besn court-martinlad, the statomaent snys.

The officlal statement In an followst

"Violent nrtillery duels, followed from
time tn time by Infantry actions, have
buen golng on for the last woek nlong tiho
Dvink on the Riga front, The Rusilang
Have held famt and successfully repulred

Rusainns
“The Russlans took a number of prison-

thut they wora peouts.

“Violent disturbonces have broken out
In the 1ith German Army. near Viina,
Lisutenant Maache, In command at the
hns been killed and

numerous nsoldiers have

“On the Dvinsk sector thers haw been n
Betwean the Med-

“South of tha Pripet, In the reglon of

“In the reglon of the upper Stripa nu-

On the middle Siripn our
was hit and fell

GERMAN OFFICIAL REPORT.
Thoe Berlin War Office statement fol-

“On the front o.eupled by Count von

Near Grobla, on the Sereth,
n German battle
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Oriental Rugs

Extraordmary Values
For Quick Clearance

scarcity and rapidly advancing prices, we
have marked hundreds of small and me-
dium-sized pieces of the best weaves and
a great number or room sizes of excep-
tionally fine quality and rire heauty at
substantial reductions on “before-the-war"

Hardwmk & Magee Co.

1220-1222 MARKET ST.

-
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FOUNDED IN 1865—ADOPTED ONE-PRICE

.tolr !! f\ 1881

C. J. Heppe & Son—1117-1119 Chestnut Street—=6th and Thompson Streets

STROUD
PIANOLA

$550

Through the Heppe Rental-Payment Plan

You May Rent a Genuine Pianola
and Apply All Rental to Purchase

Why be without a player-piano when you can rent
and apply all rent to your purchase

one at Heppe's
pricer

Especially when the instrument that you can rent
is a genuine Pianpla—a Stroud—or even a Steinway.

There is no need to wait until you have accumu-
lated the full amount of the cash price of the instru-
ment; a small down payment will place any of our
player-pianos in your home on our rental-payment
Rental rates as low as $2.50 weekly are

arrangcmcm.
accepted

Come in, or write us—we will gladly explain fully

our rental-payment plan,

The Aecolian Family

of the player-piano world is on sale at Heppe's

At Factory Prices

as follows:

.«$1150
,.$1000

Steinway Pianola..
Weber Pianola. ..,

R R

TREaya

Francesca-Heppe Player-Pianos ..
m&» Pl_gnrm....-.....................-ms

phm whot ﬂm A Rusaian aeroplane. Thas
pllot and alwervers waras killed

“East of Haronewitohl two advanced
positions which the Ttussinne had main-
talnad on tha wrnlrrh bank of tha Shara
were starmed.’

T™he Austrign War
fﬂllnwinx mintamant:

“A wnuadron of hostlla flyern dropped
bombe on Crarnowits, the capiial of the
Hukowine, When Austro-Hungarian ma-
ohinns rose the enamy fled, The snemy
qundton wan -.nmpoueti of French and
Fumsing !'I\ arn.'

BR!TISH ATTA CK IJNFS
LOST SOUTH OF YPRES

Continned from age One

affart to press back the BHritish =alient at
Yores, and the heavieat fighting han
taken placa around Hooge and tha Ypres-
Menln road,

Naw Hritislh troops, which have only
retantly enmplotad the Onikl stages of thelr
trlnlng In ¥rance, nre being used againat
the soasgoned Cierman veterans on the
Manders front and dispatohes kay that
they are acquliting theameelves with the
utimost gallantry.

 PARIS, Wb, 16, —-'] hn Franch War Of.
Nee Isnued the following communiqus this
afternoon:

“Not A single Important event ocourrad
durlng the night, In Champagne we have
recaptured with grenades some tommunl.
eating trenchon an-\t nf the road from
Tahuro In Romme 'y’

ML‘III)FR MY "!TI"R\r GROWS

OMes  tanued the

Man Suspected of Sla}'ing Farmer and
Housekeeper Released

TRENTON, Fab, 16.—With tha freelng
thin morning of Mulford Udell, who wan
arrested In Bound Hrook Monday and
committed to the jall at Flemington, ae-
cuned of the erime, the Hunterdon County
authoritien are more nt n loss than ever
in their effort to solve the killing of Ttich-
ard J, Wyckoff, an aged Wertaville
farmer, and his housekeeper, Katherine
¥Fisher,

just back fr ,!
Europe with f‘ﬁ--
story of wha
the world may o

pect when fighting
ceases—a story gath
ered at first hand iy
trenches, in drawiy
rooms, on quarter-deg
=2 8tory which hemn.
“WHEN PEACE C0) S
in this week's illua

THE MATIONAL WhaxLy

Victor Complny Buys

Tha threc-atory store and
bullding at the northeast corner My
and Chentnut streats, ot )Jxﬂ
been wsold by Mulhnu tﬁ'
Flelsher for Sydney K, a\lll‘nlu n
Victor Tilking Machine Company, o
was representad by Morpis w."_
property in nnseasad at §20,000 The
Talking Machine Company wii| mare i
store from the premises it now g
at tho southeant corner ot gay and 0
nut atreets to the bullding jug

chaned.

money by se

overwhelming
Goodyear.

This is shown by

last longer and so

HOUGH automobile
manufacturers have al-
most two hundred tire
brands to choose from,
and though they could save”

lecting one of

many other tires, they give

preference to

the fact that one

in every three cars manufactured for
1916 will be Goodyear equipped.

What else can this mean except that
motor car manufacturers have found,
and individual tire buyers have found,
that Goodyear Tires go farther and

cost less?

Easy to get from

Ciaii

D L

Service

Everywhere

Goodyear No-Hook Tires
are fortified againat :
Rim-cutting—By our No-
Rim-Cut feature,
Blow-outs— By our On-
Air Cure,
Loose Treads — By our
Rubber Riveta
Insecurlty—By our Muli-
le Braided Plano Wire
ase.
Punctures and Skidding—
Ril our Double-Thick
~Weather U'read.
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Milady's
Headgear

ance, A becoming hat
contour of her face, and adds

mands millinery
distinction™ knowl where she can
be satisfactorily suited.

Philadelphia's
Le

women
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Wheelock Pisnola.‘........t?.fuﬂ
Stroud Pianola,...........5550
l.l.!..!l"-!.-vl.ooll“m

L1
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is an essential part of her appear-
races the
to
the charm of her general dress.
There are numerous stylés in hats,
but the particular woman who de.
with an “alr of

er &s a guide to the city’i bﬂl
shops.

Stores which cater to women will

an adv

the Ledger a prciuhlo lll'ﬂl::

ment. It reaches the bhst
average portion of the
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